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Moses had led the children of Israel for four
decades. He was the one constant for a people
who had wandered in the wilderness as an entire
generation died off. One thing they could depend
on. And now, he too was gone. The Book of Joshua
opens by stating his death in a rather matter-of-fact
manner: Moses was dead and now God spoke to
Joshua. But we cannot underestimate the impact his
loss surely had on a people who stood at the border
of the promised land, preparing to go to war. The
people were vulnerable, and this could have been a

crushing blow for them, a demoralizing loss.

But God, of course, understood. He knew Joshua
would need encouragement and He knew the
people would need it as well. But He also knew the
people needed something else more—much more.
They needed Him. Good leaders are a gift from
God. Great leaders are a blessing. But no leader, no
matter how good he or she might be, is a substitute
for God Himself. Moses was not who the Israelites
needed. Joshua was not either. Nor would it be any
of the judges, Samuel, Saul, David, Solomon, any
other king, or any prophet. The leader the people
needed was Christ Jesus—the One who God
provided to lead us out of bondage of sin and into
the rest of salvation in Him.

Have you ever lost a significant
leader? What was the effect of that
loss on you and others?
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Joshua
1:10-18

As the children of Israel prepared to enter the land,
dont miss God’s promise of the rest they would
find there (v. 13). Think about it: this was a people
who had never had rest. Those who were children
forty years before had left slavery in Egypt where
there had been no rest. Then for the next forty
years, they, and all who were born, were always on
the move. Now, at the border of the promised land,
they were about to go to war. But God was not just
going to give them the land, He was going to give
them rest.

We know from the Book of Hebrews, that rest in
the promised land was a shadow of the greater rest
we find in our salvation in Christ. In Christ, we
are able, for the first time ever, to cast aside our
labor—our innumerable attempts to be right with
God—and rest in Christ instead as recipients of
forgiveness and righteousness in Him. This is the

rest our souls need. This is the rest the gospel gives.

What are some ways that you need to
stop working and rest in Christ?

God was about to do a mighty work before His
people. They were about to see the swollen banks
of the Jordan River become dry. They were about
to cross through the dry riverbed as their parents
had done forty years before as they passed through
the Red Sea to escape Pharaoh’s army. But they
had to do something first. They had to consecrate
themselves. Why? Because if their minds and hearts
were not ready—not open to consider the glory of
God—they would miss it, even if it was right in
front of their faces. Doubt it? Go back and look
at what happened to their parents in the Book
of Exodus. Time after time, they had seen God’s
mighty hand work, only to miss it because they
were not in the right heart posture to receive it.

And the same can be true of us. We, too, need
to consecrate ourselves day-by-day, moment-by-
moment. God is at work all around us everyday,

but will we see it?

What are some ways you can
consecrate yourself each day to see
what God is doing and follow Him?
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When you first read Joshua 4:14, you might

reflexively read it a second time. Surely you read
it incorrectly the first time: God exalted Joshua?
Shouldn't it be the other way? The Creator doesn’t
exalt His creation; creation is to exalt its Creator.
The key to understanding this verse is to look
ahead to Joshua 4:24. God exalted Joshua, as He
had Moses, for a reason: so that He in turn would
be exalted even more. What the Israelites would see
Joshua do was not intended to stop there—it was
to be a conduit pointing people to the One who
was truly at work: God.

Do we see ourselves as Joshuas? Do we understand
that God has positioned us where He has, and how
He has, for a reason—to glorify God? Or are we
ever tempted to steal God’s glory instead? To take
how He has gifted and blessed us and hoard it for
ourselves? May we hold loosely to our glory and
tightly to God’s.

How can you point others to God this
week through how He has blessed
and gifted you?

We would be wise to understand this passage
in light of Deuteronomy 6:4-9. In that passage,
known as the Shema, God had commanded one
generation to teach the law to the next. But here we
see that it should not stop there. Each generation
is also to share what God has done for them. This
coupling, the words and works of God together,
provides a fuller picture of who God is and helps

future generations see His beauty and splendor.

While the primary context of these two passages
focuses on parents, it is broader than that. All of
us are called by God to disciple others and this is
to be our blueprint of discipleship. We are to teach
others God’s Word, but we are also to testify to how
God has been kind to us. We are to talk about His
provision, His protection, and His power. We are
to celebrate who He is and what He has done.

What are some of the “stones of
remembrance” that you can share
with others to point them to who God
is and what He has done?
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Forty years before, twelve spies, including Joshua,
had gone into the land. This time, it would not
be twelve spies, but two. And this time, the spies’
mission was not to scout the land to help determine
the probability of victory; it was to scout the land,
namely Jericho, to help determine the strategy for
victory. The victory had been promised by God and
this time the Israelites being led by the two faithful
spies of the previous generation would enter the

land in a posture of trust.

In this passage we are reminded that actions
can be misleading. Both Moses’ generation and
Joshua’s generation of Israclites began with the
same action—from the outside they looked to be
mirroring one another. However, the intent of their
actions was very different. At best, the intent of
Moses’ spies was to act for faith—to find evidence
that would help them develop trust in God. The
intent of Joshua’s spies, on the other hand, was to
act from faith—to find what God had given them
and perhaps how He had given it to them. Similar
actions; different motivations. One scouting
trip was done honoring God, the other rebelling
against Him.

When have your actions seemed right
from the outside, but you performed
them with the wrong intentions or
motivations? What happened?
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Word had traveled fast about what God had done
for the Israelites. Rahab and the rest of the people of

Jericho had heard about God drying up the waters
of the Jordan River. They had heard of God giving
the Israelites victory over the Amorites. And they
believed. But while the people of Jericho believed
in fear, Rahab believed in faith, which would lead
to her deliverance from the coming judgment and
inclusion with the people of God.

In these verses, we are reminded of the power of
a testimony. Word of what God had done had
traveled to Jericho because someone, somewhere,
had told others what he or she had witnessed. It
may have been one person; it may have been
several people, or even many people, but someone’s
testimony ended up in Rahab’s ears and led to her
faith in God. And that is what we are called to do
today as followers of Christ—we are to declare
what God has done in Christ to others, trusting in
God for our testimony to bear fruit.

What has God done, or is He doing
right now, that you can tell someone
else about today?

Notice the verb tense the Lord used in verse 2. He
used the past tense to speak of a future event. We
know that God did not make a grammar mistake
here; there is a reason why He used the past tense
in this way here. He was affirming His sovereign
authority over the situation. He was speaking of the
future victory He will give Joshua and the Israelites
in the past tense, because He had already willed it to
happen and nothing can stop Him from bringing
to pass what He wills. God’s choice of verb tense
was to reveal His identity to Joshua and to give

Joshua courage.

We see something similar in Jesus’ high priestly
prayer in John 17. In verse 4, Jesus said to the
Father, “I have glorified you on earth by completing
the work you gave me to do.” Here, we see Jesus
used the past tense to speak of a future event; in
this case, the cross. Just as Jericho’s fall was sure in
Joshua 6, so was Jesus’ lifting up on the cross in

John 17.
|

What sure promises of God do you
need to rest in today?
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Joshua
6:15-21

The Jericho account in the opening chapters of the
Book of Joshua is full of faith, with Rahab’s and
Joshua’s faith rising to the top. But we have to be
careful not to miss another great example of faith:
that of the Israelite soldiers. Here we see an army
ready to go to war and likely full of a mixture of
anticipation and nervousness. And yet, for six days,
God had them take a stroll around their enemy’s
fortified city. Surely, this was frustrating for the
Israelite soldiers. Perhaps even demoralizing as they
had six good, long, close looks at their enemy’s
defenses. They could see the thickness and height
of the city walls. They could appreciate the size of
the city they walked around. Perhaps they even saw

and heard the enemy troops as well.

Then, finally, on the seventh day, they were called
to action—although it was not the action a soldier
would expect. It must not have made much sense to
the Israelite soldiers. It must have been frustrating.
And yet, they did exactly what God had called
them to do—in obedience and in faith. Sometimes
God calls us to act in faith; at other times, like here,

He calls on us not to act, in faith.

Consider a time in your life when
God’s plan was simply to move. How
willing were you to follow His simple
instruction? Why?

The battle was over. The once thriving, formidable
city of Jericho was now a smoldering mound of
ruins. But Joshua wasnt done with Jericho just
yet. It wasn't enough that the city was destroyed,
he cursed the pile of ruins declaring that anyone
who attempted to rebuild it would suffer greatly.

This was not just an end for Jericho—it was to be

the end.

But the end of Jericho was also a beginning for
Rahab and her family. And in the same way,
Rahab’s beginning was not just a beginning, it was
the beginning. Her old self was as dead as the city
she was leaving behind, and she was now part of
God’s people. Her faith in God had given her a new
life. Her life was changed forever in this one event.

We see here a word picture of the power of God to
change us by grace through faith. When we trust
in Christ, our old self is put to death and we have

been giving new life in Christ.

How do you tend to live as your old,
dead self at times? Why? How do you
fail to live as your new self at times?
Why?
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Just as Joshua and the Israelites did not turn their
backs on the Gibeonites—they had given them
their word and whether they liked it or not, they
were going to maintain their relationship even if it
was difficult. We have been called to do the same.
Consider this:

* You may be your Gibeons only friend. The
Gibeonites were destined to destruction without
Israel’s help. Israel felt that they didnt need
Gibeon, but Gibeon sure needed Israel.

* God put you in the path of your Gibeon. In
this account, we see that God was providentially
working through Israel’s strained alliance with
Gibeon. The same is true with your Gibeon. God
has placed you in relationship for a purpose—
don’t forget that.

* You need your Gibeon. God knows your
shortfalls, and though you think you have it all
together, you don’t. None of us do. And one of
our greatest failings is loving others. This is where
our Gibeons are so helpful. We likely don’t need
them for friendship or protection, but to keep
us humble. To teach us how to love sacrificially

and selflessly.

|
Who is your Gibeon? What can you do

this week to reflect the love of Christ
to him or her?
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Joshua
10:9-15

“But God.” Pause right there and think about that
phrase. How many stories in Scripture turn on a
dime because of these two words? How many Old
Testament passages heap hopelessness upon us until
we read these two beautiful words? And how many

testimonies in your life could be told that hinge on

the words, “but God”?

Though the words “but God” don't appear in this
passage, these verses whisper its truth. The Israelites
faced a formidable foe, “but God” would be the
key to their victory. He was the One who cast the
enemy into confusion. He was the One who threw
hailstones at the enemy. He was the One who
halted the sun in its place.

Likewise, “but God” is the key to our victories,
both internal and external. “But God” is what takes
hold of our sour attitude and gives us love in its
place. “But God” is what gives us the courage to
stand on the gospel when the culture around us
pushes back. “But God” is what enables us to cling
to our faith even in the darkest nights of pain and
suffering. “But God” is the power of God working
the gospel in us and through us. (See Eph. 2:1-10.)

|
What is your “but God” testimony?

Who have you shared it with
recently?

Once the alliance of five kings was routed, the
other cities in the southern half of the promised
land fell in rapid sequence, like dominoes. It might
be tempting to read through this passage rapidly,
with eyes glazed over. It’s challenging to find
meaning in such an abstract, sterile account of the
southern campaign. But don’t do it! Appreciate the
rapid pace of this part of the conquest because it
will help you understand the importance of verse
43—after the southern cities were defeated, Joshua
and the Israelites returned to their camp at Gilgal,

presumably to rest.

Yes, God had been the One delivering victory after
victory. And yes, there was still work to be done—
the northern cities had to be defeated so that all
of the land would be Israel’s possession. But God’s
people needed rest. Just as God established Sabbath
rest in the creation account and just as Israel
abstained from collecting manna on the Sabbath,
we see here a reminder of our limits as people. Even
while doing the Lord’s work, we need to find time

to rest.
|

How do you guard time torest as a
rhythm of life? Do you tend to fall

more toward working too much or

resting too much? Why?
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Joshua
11:1-23

Forty years before the Israelites entered into the
promised land their parents had been given the
same opportunity, but their faithlessness resulted
in them missing out. As we know, that generation
refused to enter into the land and was instead forced

to wander in the wilderness until they all died off.

In verse 15, we see how Joshua and the next
generation were wise not to repeat the same
mistake of faithlessness. At the conclusion of the
conquest, we read that Joshua was faithful to
obey all God had commanded which led to the
successful conquest of the land. God was not just
after a portion of faithful obedience, He was after
full faithful obedience. Each battle and each step
in each battle was a step of faith for Joshua and the
Israelites. They could not have picked and chosen
which steps to take and which not to take. They
had to walk fully in faith, and when they did, they
were successful. God was not after their obedience
in isolation—just as He is not after ours. Instead,
He is after our faith, which is made known through

our obedience.

In what areas of your life are you
struggling to walk fully in faith?
Why? What steps can you take
toward more faithfulness?

Thirty-one kings. Each one listed and counted as
“one” in Joshua 12:9-24. It might be helpful to read
these verses aloud to appreciate the repetition and
the cadence. That is what we need to feel as we read
these verses; we need to appreciate the scope of the
victory God had given His people. A nation of the
children of slaves had entered into the promised
land—a choice land with many cities defended by
mighty armies—and defeated each enemy that was
before them. Thirty-one of them to be precise. But,
also to be precise, Israel did not win any of these
victories: God had won each one of them through
Israel and for Israel. This is what God wanted the
people to remember. He wanted them to be able to
look back on the conquest and not remember one
convoluted victory. He wanted them to remember
precisely what He had done to give them the
victory—what He had done thirty-one times. Each
fallen king was a testament to God’s power and a
reminder of His provision for His people. That is

what they would need to remember.

What have you done to record and
remember the many victories God
has won for you?
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As the rest of events in the Book of Judges unfolded,
we witness Israel’s slow fade from triumphant
living to disobedient laziness. They had started
so strong: the Israclites had sought the Lord’s
direction and obeyed Him and because of this,
they were triumphant over their enemies and they
conquered the land. But it takes continuing faith
and obedience, not one-time faith and obedience
to live out God’s plan. Faith and obedience were
not just necessary to enter the land and conquer
it; they were just as necessary to live in the land
and defend it. But instead, we encounter at least
eight instances of disobedience in verses 21-36.
Rather than believing and obeying, they decided to
let their enemies remain in the land—in complete
disobedience to God. At least eight times when
God’s people rested from their faith in God, rather
than resting in their faith in God.

It’s tempting to wag our fingers at the Israelites, but
we shouldn’t be so fast to do so. Instead, we should
ask ourselves a question—a challenging one: are we
any different? How prone are we to rest in a single
act of faith or obedience? How often do we obey
half-way? How many times do we see victories in
our lives give way to defeat not because God has
failed us, but because our faith has faltered?

In what area of your life do you
struggle to believe and obey?
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God may very well have a sense of humor—just

look at the giraffe—but He does not joke around.
God knew the Israelites well; they were part of His
creation and He had made them His people. He
had delivered them from slavery and returned them
to the land He had first given to Abraham, Isaac,
and Jacob. He had guided them in the conquest of
that land, going before them in battle as a Warrior,
and He had given them the victory.

And all He expected in return was their allegiance.
He had told them—many times—how to live and
that the consequences of disobedience would be

the removal of His presence and His power.

Over and over again, God had made a very direct
connection between Israel’s obedience and victory
over their enemies. So it should have been no
surprise that when the Israelites failed to do what
He had called them to do—when they disobeyed—
God merely did what He said He would do: His
presence and power were removed and Israel was
defeated by their enemies.

The faithfulness of God extends not only to His
love and mercy, but to the consequences of sin. The
God who is so faithful to provide, is just as faithful
to discipline. Israel should have known this, and we
should too.

How have you experienced God’s
faithfulness in disciplining you for
your disobedience?

It’s captivating to watch a small fire burn. Whether
at a campfire or a backyard hotdog roast, many
of us enjoy sitting around, watching the fire start,

grow, and burn away.

Judges 2:14 opens by describing the Lord’s anger
burning against Israel. God’s anger didn’t spring
up overnight. Like a campfire, it started slowly
and grew through time, in proportion to Israel’s

growing sinfulness.

We'll never be sinless in this life, but we can, and
need to, be aware of our sin so we can deal with
it early. In Christ, our sin is forgiven, but it is not
without consequence, not without discipline from
God. When we ask the Lord to show us our sin, He
will, so we can know of our sin, repent of our sin,
and bask in God’s grace and forgiveness that has
quenched the flames.

When was the last time you invited
God to reveal sin in your life? Why not
do that right now?
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Judges
2:16-23

There are words in Scripture that soothe and
comfort us: “The Lord is my shepherd” (Ps. 23:1). “I
am with you always,” (Matt. 28:20). “Find rest for
your souls,” (Matt. 11:29). Then there are words in
Scripture that provoke and unsettle us. Judges 2:17
tells us that God’s chosen people “did not listen
to their judges.” The reason these words should
disturb us and drive us to reflection, is because they
follow this statement: “The Lord raised up judges,”
(Judg. 2:16). Israel refused to listen to the very ones
God had sent to rescue them. They spurned God’s
good gift.

Who has God put into your life to speak truth to
you? The obvious answers include pastors, mentors,
and teachers. Sometimes, though, God speaks to us
in a worship song, a morning devotional, a stranger,
or even a child. God is still raising up people in our
lives, but will we listen?

What might God be telling you
through the people He has raised up
and put into your life?

Sometimes when we are in the midst of a trial, we
pray for God to show what we need to do to make
it stop. What will bring the struggle to an end? But
sometimes, God’s answer is, “nothing.” There is
nothing we can do to end the trial; we will have to
continue enduring it. Why is that?

Consider Judges 3:1-2 where it talks about the
nations the Lord left in order to test all those in
Israel who had experienced none of the wars in
Canaan. This was to teach the future generations of
the Israelites how to fight in battle, especially those
who had not fought before.

Could it be that God allows us to sit in our trials
and suffering at times because He is preparing us
for something else? The best person to minister to
the wounded is someone who has been wounded.
So, when you experience intense pain, fear of the
future, anxiety, sleepless nights, or other trials,
ask God to help you remember what youre going
through. Don't pray that it is put behind you; pray
that it is remembered by you. Ask God to write it
on your mind and your heart so that you will be
ready to speak truth and empathy into another life
when you find yourself safely on the other side, or

even before.
]

Who has helped you through a
struggle because they could relate
with you? How can you help someone
because of what you have faced, or
are facing?
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Judges 4:1-7 talks about Israel again doing what
was evil in God’s eyes. Does that word haunt you?
It should. Like an accusing finger, the word “again”
forces us to look deep within ourselves and ask God
to uncover the areas where we fall short...again.
Areas we are refusing to hand over to God and are
instead pursuing our own pleasure and glory or are

trying to find victory in our own power...again.

These agains are never in God’s plan. The agains of
sin remind us that we are not letting the power of
God, through the Holy Spirit, live fully in us. It’s
not that we're not trying hard enough; in fact, it

may be that we're trying too hard in our own power

(Eph. 6:10).

God has promised His presence and His power.
Even when we suffer for our agains, He has already
made plans for our triumph and His glory. And He
is right there pouring out His mercy, grace, love

and forgiveness over us... again.

What are the “again” sins in your life?
How can you surrender that area of
your life to God’s control?
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Judges 4:8-23

Jael’s story is one of proving one’s allegiance. Her
husband Heber had chosen to leave his people, the
Kenites, and live among King Jabin of Canaan,
who opposed God and His people. And though
Scripture does not tell us what Jael thought of God
and God’s people, her actions do.

We can only imagine Jabin, wild-eyed and
panicked, fleeing the battle, as he sought safety
in the tent of his friend Heber. Jael, innocent and
hospitable, invites him in. And then drives a tent
peg through his temple, proving the Bible is not for
the feint of heart.

Many times, as Christians, we talk about what
we believe. We are quick to read books, attend
church gatherings, and say were praying. But do
our actions point to the life-changing power of the
gospel? Does our daily living reveal our faith?

So the question becomes: How much like Jael
are we? Are our actions proving our allegiance to
Christ? Are we loving the left-out, helping the
hopeless, and comforting the crushed? Or are our
actions betraying our claims to be followers of
Christ?

|
Where is God calling you to take a

stand for Him? What in your life is
demonstrating your faith?

Over time, we tend to exaggerate what was good in
the past as we simultaneously forget its pains and
problems. The “good ole days” are often tinted by
the rose-colored glasses of nostalgia that we choose

to wear.

But sometimes we are wise to look back objectively
and say, “Look where we've come from! Look at
how hard things were—how much we messed
things up—and yet how kind God has been to
bring us to where we are today.” Because in doing

so, we are more able to see God’s grace in our lives.

Deborah’s song vividly recalls the hardest times
in Judges 5:6-8: deserted main roads and villages,
travelers afraid to be seen. War followed. Surely all

the Israelites remembered the strain and trials.

We can do the same. When the past comes to mind
and the pain comes with it, we can praise God for
the fact that we're not there anymore. How did He
give comfort and peace? Who did He provide to
walk through those times together? How can we
praise Him today for yesterday’s troubles? Or if we
are still in that season, we can praise God that He

has not abandoned us along the way.

How can you see God’s hand in

your past, even in the most difficult
times? How can you rejoice in Him for
that today?
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Judges 5:12-23

The Israelites were singing a song about Barak in
Judges 5:12-23.

Barak, the leader of the Israelite army whose fears
were real. The military man who refused to go
into battle alone and demanded that Deborah go
with him. In the midst of all his faults, the song
remembers the victory: his prisoners (v. 12) and his
leadership (v. 15) made it in the annals of history.

The grace and favor we find in BaraK’s story reminds
us that we can cut others—and ourselves—a
lictle slack for our moments of fear. Despite his
shortcomings, Barak believed with the little faith
he could muster, and God used it to bring victory
over one of the most feared armies of the day.

We're rarely going to get it all right, but the faith of
a mustard seed is all we need to see God triumph.
He will lead and He will provide; we just need to

believe. The victory depends on Him, not us.

Where do you need to show mercy to
yourself and others?

Verse 24 says that Jael is the most blessed among
women. But before her encounter with Sisera, we
knew nothing of this woman. We don’t know about
her history, or her passions, or her children, or her

gifts.

But we do know she was familiar with wielding a
hammer and a peg. This was fitting for a Kenite, a
nomadic tribe in the promised land. Jael had likely
helped her husband set up tents many times before.
She may have set up tents by herself, and each time
she did, she surely never imagined that God would
one day use such a mundane task to bring Him

glory and secure victory for the Israelites.

God can use every tool in your toolbox: shiny and
impressive, dull and worn, boring and common.
Our job is to learn to use them and offer them all

to Him for His glory.

]
What tools and skills can God use for

His glory? Are you offering them to
Him?
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The Midianites oppressed the Israelites and made
life terrible for God’s people. They attacked them,
destroyed their crops, stole their livestock, and laid
waste to the land. And because of this, Israel was
poverty-stricken (v. 6).

You might feel like an Israelite today, ambushed
and decimated by your enemy. But we are wise
to be sure we start with the very first verse in this
passage when it says that Israel did what was evil in
the Lord’s sight, and because of that, God handed

them over.

When adversity comes, as followers of God,
we should seek His face and ask, “Lord, is this
chastisement? Are you using this difficult situation
right now to pull me back to You?” Not all pain
is God’s discipline, but God’s discipline is often
painful. And if what we are experiencing is His
loving discipline, we need to know that, so that
we can identify and repent of the sin we have
committed, rest in His grace and mercy, and enjoy

renewed fellowship with our God.

For every sin in our lives, there is forgiveness and
restoration and peace. But the first step is allowing
our eyes to be opened, seeing the truth that only
God can reveal.

Where in your past might God be
pointing you back to unconfessed
sin?
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Judges 6:25-40

We are called to stand for God and point others
to the gospel. But sometimes, when we have an
opportunity to do just this—to speak truth in our
culture—we freeze. We don’t know what to say or
perhaps how to say it, so we end up saying nothing.
Or we take a careful approach, one where our risk is
minimized, but so is the impact of the message we
are called on to proclaim. Our bold verbalization of
the truth becomes a quiet murmur lost in the static

of the world in which we live.

As believers, we must remember that we have taken
off our old selves; we have been renewed in ours
minds, and put on the new selves, according to God’s
likeness (Eph. 4:22-23). We need to remember that
the stand we take for God is not taken alone—the
Holy Spirit is with us and empowers us—and that
ours is not the first stand God’s people have taken.

How has God positioned you to take
a stand for Him in your community?
What will you do this week to take
such a stand?

The way that God whittled down Gideon’s army
was far from random. First, He had Gideon send
home all who were afraid. Fear is a deadly virus that
can sweep through an army and destroy it before
a single soldier steps onto the battlefield. Then, it
seems that God further narrowed down the army
based on who was wiser when it came to drinking
water. The remaining force of three hundred men
may have been small in number, but they were the

bravest and wisest of Israel’s army.

In much the same way, God has chosen “armies”
for each of us—fellow believers to stand shoulder-
to-shoulder with us in life, no matter what may
come our way. Who is in your army? Perhaps it is
a parent, who has modeled the humble, sacrificial
love of Christ. Perhaps it is a long-term friend who
has shown you what faithfulness looks like. Perhaps
it is the teacher or pastor who has demonstrated
how important it is to understand and live out the

gospel.

God chose Gideon’s army; He chose yours, too.
And just like Gideon’s, He knew exactly who you
needed to go into battle with and speak strength
into your heart.

Who has God placed into your life as
your army? When was the last time
you thanked Him for them? When
was the last time you thanked them
for standing faithfully by you?
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Judges 7:15-25

We love transformations. From fixer-upper homes
to total body makeovers to restaurant re-dos, we
enjoy watching something not-so-great turn into
something amazing. Gideon is one of the great
transformations in Scripture. From a fearful, hiding
thresher to a brave warrior; his story is a favorite

because we see such drastic change.

Tucked into Judges 7:15 we discover what led to
Gideon’s transformation—he heard the account of
the dream and its interpretation. In other words,
he had heard God’s Word, witnessed His powerful
presence, and believed the truth. And that brought

him to his knees in worship.

What we believe—the gospel—matters and it is

designed by God to change us deeply and eternally.
|

When was the last time you
responded to God in spontaneous
worship? How can you add more
worship to your life?

The Bible does not gloss over truth. You may read
Judges 8, turn up your nose and think, “This is it?!?!
That’s how the story of Gideon ends?” Ephraim had
gotten their feelings hurt because Gideon had not
called them first. So Gideon disciplined some local
leaders with thorns and briars and then killed them.
He also built an idolatrous idol out of the spoils of
war, and to top it all off, we see that he had seventy
children because he had “many wives” and at least
one concubine (Judg. 8:30).

What happened? How did the story fall apare?
It was such a great story of transformation—of
faith—of God’s power at work, and then, the next
thing we know, we are reading of Gideon crashing
and burning in a wreck that we cannot help but
stare at with our mouths agape.

It’s not the ending we would expect, or pen if we
were writing the story. We'd rather have more of
a fairy-tale story, where Gideon lived in obedient
faith, as did the rest of Israel.

But Gideon’s story, like all the stories in Scripture,
is true. And true stories don’t always end the way
Hollywood stories end. Sometimes a victorious
triumph is followed by sin. Sometimes a faithful
act does not lead to a faithful life.

What are some of the seasons of
defeat in your life? How can you walk
in freedom from the past?
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The resurrection of Jesus Christ should give us
joy—exceeding joy. The resurrection is what gives
us life, when we trust in Christ, and hope—that
Christ’s resurrection is the first, but not the last.
One day all those who have died in Christ will rise
as well. But as joyous as this is, there’s even more joy

traceable to the risen Christ than we might realize.

Think of all of the things that exist because Jesus
didn’t stay dead.

If it weren’t for the resurrected Jesus, the New
Testament wouldn’t exist. If Easter didn’t happen,
Jesus of Nazareth would have faded into the
background with all of the other people Rome
crucified. But we know the name of Jesus because
He isnt like anyone else who was crucified: He

didn’t stay dead, He rose again.

When we stop and think about it, we realize that
everything in the Christian life comes back to the
risen Christ. “For every one of God’s promises is
Yes’ in him. Therefore, through him we also say

“Amen” to the glory of God” (2 Cor. 1:20). All the

promises of God are a mega-ton “Yes!” in Jesus!

What are some of the joys in your
life that you can connect back to the
resurrection of Jesus?
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Twice in these two verses we read the word “quickly.”

The angel instructed the women to go quickly and
then they departed quickly. The divine messenger
had given the women good news—great news—to
share, and their only proper response was to do as

the angel instructed: to go in haste to tell others.

What about us? How quick are we to tell others of
the good news we have received? Does the gospel
continue to quicken the beating of our hearts as
we consider how glorious God and His forgiveness
through Christ is to us? And then does that
quickening of our hearts quicken our feet? Let us
never forget how beautiful the gospel is, and may
we be ever-eager to share it with others. And at the
same time, let us always remember that this is a
message others around us are in desperate need of
hearing. Let our love for God and gratitude and joy
for what He has done for us, as well as our love for
those who have not trusted in Christ, move us to

act quickly in service to our King.

Who can you tell the gospel to
this week?

The women didn’t seem to get very far in their
mission to tell the other disciples about the
resurrected Jesus. They departed quickly from the
empty tomb, but “just then” Jesus met them and
their mission changed—at least for a moment. It
was no longer time to go quickly and tell; it was
time to stop and worship. And that is what the
women did—instinctively it seems. They went to
Jesus and took hold of His feet, meaning they fell
on their faces onto the ground in worship of the

risen Savior.

In this moment, Mary and Mary Magdalene
offer a compelling picture of worship, one we can
strive to emulate. Their worship was genuine and
spontaneous. It was a priority and unashamed.
And it was given in humility and with great joy.
This should be true of all of our worship—when
we gather as a people and when we worship God
on our own. May our worship continually be as if
we are beholding the risen Christ for the first time.

|
What are some ways that you can

keep your worship vibrant and
meaningful?
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Matthew
28:11-15

These verses provide the origin of the stolen body
theory, one a handful of theories offered to explain
away the resurrection of Jesus. The swoon theory
suggests that Jesus did not die on the cross, He
merely passed out. Then, He was revived in the
coolness of the tomb, removed the stone, snuck
past the guards, and escaped. The wrong tomb
theory states that the disciples indeed found an
empty tomb, because it was the wrong one; Jesus
was still dead in another tomb. The hallucina-tion
theory holds that the resurrection appearances were

just hallucinations.

The holes in each of these theories are not hard to
find. If the disciples had conspired to steal Jesus’
body and claimed He rose again, would they have
continued to lie, even when most were tortured and
executed for this claim? Could a severely beaten and
crucified Jesus really have sur-vived? And even if He
had, how did He escape the tomb and sneak past
the guards? Could the dis-ciples really have gone
to another tomb that happened to have Roman
guards and a Roman seal on it? And if they had,
why didnt the Jewish leaders present Jesus’ body
to stop the resurrection claims? Only a hard heart

would neglect the obvious truth: Jesus rose from

the dead.
|
Have you ever had to defend the

resurrection to anyone? How did
you do?

Take a step back and consider the narrative Matthew
covers in the final chapter of his Gospel. In just
twenty verses, with five of those detailing the leaders
bribing the soldiers to lie, we read of the women
going to the tomb and then leaving the tomb to
tell others (v. 1-10), the eleven disciples traveling to
Galilee where they saw Jesus (v. 16), and then Jesus
commissioning them and sending them out to
make disciples of all the nations (v. 17-20). What
we read is almost non-stop movement, starting at
the empty tomb, the epicenter of the gospel, and
moving out toward the ends of the earth. This is
the purpose and the power of the resurrection: it
compels action. We cannot experience the glorious
resurrection of Christ and stand still. We must act;
it is what our overjoyed hearts yearn to do, and it is
what our Lord has called us to do.

What are some actions you can take
this week to carry the gospel further
than you have before?

THE GOSPEL PROJECT FOR STUDENTS | 70



Daily
Devotions

S

Cry

The 7 Arrows of
Bible Reading

What does this
passage say?

What did this What does this
passage mean to its passage tell us
original audience? about God?

What does this
passage tell us
about man?

What does How does this passage
this passage change the way |
demand of me? relate to people?

How does this
passage prompt
me to pray?

After the angel told the woman how the boy Samson
should be raised, she reported all that she was told
to her husband, Manoah, who then prayed. But
his prayer was not what many of us would have
expected. He did not thank God for this promised
gift. Nor did he ask God for strength and wisdom
to obey. Instead, he asked God to send the man
of God back once more to teach them what they
should do for the boy to be born. In other words,
Manoah prayed for the very thing his wife had just

been given.

If we are honest, we have to admit that there is
some Manoah in each of us. We too are prone to
ask God for the very things He has given. Perhaps
it is because we doubt Him and want confirmation.
Perhaps it is because we secretly hope He will give
us a different answer the second time. Or perhaps
it is because we just don’t listen well. For whatever
reason or reasons, we do the same. And this is why
we need to pay attention to how God responded
to Manoah. He sent the angel of the LORD back
again! Let us never fail to remember that God is a

patient God, full of grace and mercy for His people.

|
What have you asked God for

repeatedly, even after He answered
you? Why?
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Judges 14:1-20

The ending of Judges 13 is one that gives readers
unfamiliar with this account great hope and
excitement. The boy who had been promised was
born, grew, and the LORD blessed him. Then we
read that the Spirit of the LORD began to stir
him (v. 25). Before this, we had read that the boy,
Samson, would be the one to save Israel from the
power of the Philistines. And so, as we turn the page
to chapter 14, we might expect Samson to gather
an army and square off against Israel’s enemy. After
all, that’s what you do when you are stirred by the
Spirit, right?

But that is not what we see as Judges 14 opens.
Instead of pursuing the Philistines, Samson
pursued a Philistine—a single woman that he saw
and wanted to take as his wife. Samson was stirred,
but instead of acting on behalf of his people, or
better yet God, he acted on his own behalf for his
own selfish gain. We know that in the mysterious
ways of God, He was using Samson’s selfishness for
His own purposes. Samson’s selfish pursuit led to
the Philistines being overthrown later on. But we
cannot miss the warning: it is far too easy for us to
live selfishly rather than selflessly even when God is

at work within us.

When have you found yourself
intending to seek God’s glory only to
end up pursuing your own?

As you read through the story of Samson, you
might miss something that is quite profound. It’s
easy to miss because there are so many fascinating
details to this story, but when we see it, we cant
help but see how telling it is. Samson does pretty
much everything on his own. Unlike the other
judges before him, Samson does not form an army
or partner with anyone else. He goes at it alone, at
least as other people are concerned: he isnt opposed

to partnering with three thousand foxes.

Seeing this affirms Samson’s greatest weakness:
pride. It seems that the mighty Samson believed
he didnt need anyone else. He could take care of
things himself. Why turn to others? They would
probably just mess things up anyway.

But as part of the church, the bride of Christ, let us
be quick to see the folly of Samson’s solitary lifestyle.
We know that God did not create us for isolation,
rather for integration. We are to live fully integrated
with others, relying on their strengths where we are
weak and lending them our strength where they are
weak. And that is what Samson missed: his strength
was limited. He had weaknesses and was in need
of others. May we be a humble people who do not
share in his mistake.

How might you be prone to drift
toward isolation at times? Why?
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Judges 16:1-20

The old adage goes “Fool me once shame on you;
fool me twice shame on me.” We can only wonder
who gets the shame for being fooled three times as
Delilah had been. Three times she asked Samson
the secret of his strength and each time he had lied
to her. We have to ask why. We aren’t told, but we
can make an educated guess: Samson may have
been teasing Delilah for his own enjoyment. That
surely seems to fit with his character; everything

else he did seemed to be for this reason.

If this is why Samson played with fire by teasing
Delilah as he did, it tells us even more about his
character. Before this we are told that Samson
loved Delilah. That detail is not mentioned in his
first marriage, or in the account of him pursuing a
prostitute just before this. Samson loved Delilah,
and yet he still put his own desires above hers.

Samson provides us with a wonderful example of a

terrible husband.

Later on though, we encounter a different Husband
in Scripture, One who put His bride’s needs before
His own. A Husband who laid down His life for His
bride. A perfect Husband who is in the process of
perfecting His bride for her good and His Father’s
glory. A perfect Husband in Jesus Christ.

|
How can you sacrifice your own

desires, and perhaps even your own
needs, for someone else this week?

The Philistines likely believed they were just
humiliating their prisoner. Perhaps they did it for
their own safety too, lest Samson regain his strength
somehow. Either way, there was Samson, chained
up, and blind having had his eyes gouged out. If
you have ever lost your eyesight or perhaps even lost
a pair of glasses, you know how humbling it is not
to be able to see. It can leave you feeling helpless—
vulnerable. And that is perhaps how Samson felt in

that moment, leading to his awareness of his need

of God.

But there is something else going on here. What
had gotten Samson into trouble so many times
before this? That’s right: his eyes. His eyes had been
the source of his stumbling through life for so long.
He had looked at a woman and wanted her to be
his wife, no matter that she was a Philistine. He had
looked at honey and wanted to eat it, no matter
that it was in a lion’s carcass and unclean. His eyes
had betrayed him over and over again. Here, as his
life came to a close, God was kind to remove the
very thing that had caused Samson to stumble so
many times before this. The Philistines removed
Samson’s eyes out of spite; God removed them out
of love.

How has God taken something from
you, even if it was painful, only to find
out it was for your good?
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In these verses we see Naomi do what we are often
guilty of doing as well: she failed to give God
credit for the good in her life, yet blamed Him
for what was not good. Nowhere do we see her
acknowledging that the fullness she says she had—
most likely referring to her husband and sons—was
from the Lord. But she was quick to say several
times that He was the One who took them away.
This is why Naomi’s heart had become embittered.
This is why she was quick to immerse herself in
pity and despair instead of celebrating the reunion
with others who seemed to care about her. Naomi’s
life was not pleasant, but it was her unpleasant
and bitter heart that she should have been more
concerned about. And that is what we can learn
from Naomi here: we, too, are in great danger of
allowing our circumstances to dictate the posture of
our heart. But when we do, we fail to remember the
constant love, grace, mercy, and kindness of God
poured out to us in the person of Jesus Christ. Our
days may be bitter, but the love of Christ should
compel us to recognize our condition before God is

always pleasant.

How have you allowed your difficult
circumstances to embitter your
heart? What can you do to prevent
that from happening in the future?
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Ruth 2:1-23

You may be familiar with the infamous infomercial
catch phrase, “But wait! There’s more!” Boaz may
have originated it. As we read through Ruth 2, it
seems as if he bellowed that several times. “Ruth,
you aren’t merely to glean grain from the corners of
my field, follow my workers and get the good stuff.
But wait! There’s more! When you're thirsty, help
yourself to the water my young men will draw. But
wait! There’s more! Etc.”

None of this was required or expected, apart from
gleaning the corners of the field. Everything else
was proverbial icing on the cake. Why did Boaz
do all of this for Ruth? Some suspect there were
romantic motives, but we don’t even see a hint of
that in the text. It is more likely to recognize the
abundant kindness of Boaz came from God moving
in his heart. Boaz seems to have been a man who
recognized God’s generous provision in his life
and he was also able to recognize the kindness of
others—in this case Ruth’s kindness to Naomi.
And that is what compelled him to shower Ruth
with blessings. May we do the same. May we be a
people who are quick to recall God’s kindness to
us and seek ways we can in turn be kind to others,

namely by sharing God’s greatest act of kindness in

providing Jesus Christ.

How can you be abundantly kind to
someone this week?

When Ruth reported to Naomi what had happened
between her and Boaz, her mother-in-law made an
interesting prediction in verse 18: Boaz would not
rest until the issue of a family redeemer for Ruth

was resolved.

Perhaps Naomi knew that Boaz was a type-A person
who didn’t like to have loose ends in his life. Perhaps
she understood that Boaz would be eager to marry
Ruth if the closer family redeemer declined. Or
perhaps Naomi understood that the same character
that Boaz had shown in his generosity to Ruth
would compel him to act quickly for her benefit.
Surely Boaz understood how anxious Ruth would
have felt. She had taken a great risk in uncovering
his feet and asking him to take her under his wing
(v. 9). Waiting for an answer would have been
difficult—agonizing even.

In this we are reminded of our need to be sensitive
to others. It is easy for us to be self-absorbed and
fail to humble ourselves for the sake of others. But
we are a people called to follow a greater example
than Boaz—we are called to follow Christ Jesus,
who humbled Himself on our behalf and who does

not delay in saving those who call on His name.

Whose needs are you perhaps slow
to be sensitive toward? What steps
can you take to humble yourself for
their sake?
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Ruth 4:1-12

Earlier in the book, Naomi balked at her name.
She did not want to be called Naomi any longer
because it meant “pleasant.” Instead, she wanted
to be called Mara because her life had become so

bitter by God’s hand.

In this passage we see another name being
emphasized. This time, the city elders and others
at the gate blessed Boaz and called on the Lord to
make his name well known in Bethlehem (v. 11). It
is a prayer that God would answer far above what
they may have imagined. Even though the lineage
of Jesus is recorded in two different places in the
Gospels, we don’t recall many of the names recorded
in them. But Boaz is one that many of us recognize.
His name had indeed become great in Bethlehem,
but because of one of his descendants who would
later be born there, the name Boaz is known far
outside of the modest town. We can’t miss why—
because Boaz was able to look on another with
compassion and mercy. Because Boaz appeared to
be a man who lived in a way not to make much of

his name, but the name of another: the Lord.

How have you sought to make your
name great only to see it backfire?
When have you instead sought to
make God’s name great and have
seen Him bless you?

Sometimes we forget that we dont live in a
vacuum. We forget that God’s work in our lives is
not meant to end with us, but rather that we are to
be a conduit to reveal His goodness to those around
us as well. Yes, we are to delight in God’s kindness
to us. Yes, we are to enjoy His provision. But we
are also supposed to be quick to share what He has
done for us with others so that they might share in
our rejoicing and worship of the Lord.

We see an example of this as the Book of Ruth winds
down. Notice who speaks in these final verses. Not
Ruth, whom the book is named after. Not Boaz.
Not even Naomi. The final spoken words recorded
belong to the women of the town—those who were
spectators to what God had done.

This is to be our goal: we are to live in such a way
that God’s work is evident to all those around us.
May we be quick to speak of the glory of God to
others, but may they also be quick to speak of Him
because of what they have seen as we have laid our
lives bare before them.

What are some ways that you can be
more transparent with others around
you so they might see God at work?
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Week of May 4th
Day1

1 Samuel
1:1-18

We can learn much from Hannah here as she laid
her soul bare before the Lord and whoever else
happened to be worshiping near her. There was no
plastic mask, no stiff upper lip, no fagade. Only
tears—many tears. Hannah was more concerned
with presenting her pain before the Lord than
presenting false strength before others. She was

crushed in spirit. She was in great need. So she wept.

What we need to realize is that the tears rolling
down Hannah’s cheeks were not a sign of weakness,
but rather strength. Each tear, each sob, and
each gasp for breath in between was an evidence
of Hannah’s recognition that being real and
transparent before God is what matters. We might
fool others, but we will never fool Him, so why
try? It does no one good. Instead, God wants us to
be real with Him and with others. When we do,
we see how God meets us in our greatest times of
need—in our greatest anguish—to provide mercy,
grace, love, and comfort. And we show others that
they are not alone in their pain and can, too, cry
out to the Lord.

.|
What are some ways that you might

be wearing a mask before others, or
perhaps even before God?
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1 Samuel
1:19-28

Hannah had carried the grief of not having a son for
years (1:7), which makes it so surprising when she
made good on her vow to dedicate Samuel and leave
him to serve God with Eli. We would expect her to
make such a vow when she was barren—attempting
to bargain with God from such a place of weakness
would lead most of us to make such a lofty promise.
But then, when she cradled her son in her arms
and nursed him, we would imagine her maternal
instincts would have kicked into high gear, and the
rationalization would have begun.

“Why would God finally give me a son, for me to
abandon him? Surely that is not what He wants.”

We imagine this because it is what we would have
likely done. Wed likely cheer Hannah on had she
made the decision to keep her son. We might even
want to see Hannah do this so that we might feel
better. But that is not what we see. Instead, we see the
shocking reality of Hannah following through on her
promise and leaving her young son with Eli. Surely
this was not easy for her. Surely she wept as she made
her lonely journey home, her arms now empty. But
what sustained Hannah was knowing God’s goodness
to her had provided a son and that same goodness
would sustain her as she gave God’s gift back to Him
in worship.

What gift from God might you be
holding on to instead of giving it back
to God in worship? Why?

We are a curious people. We remember for years the
most minor of slights against us but are amnesiacs
when it comes to remembering God’s graciousness
to us even five minutes ago. We major on the
minors and minor on the majors so much of the
time. Perhaps it is because deep down we believe we
deserve God’s goodness to us, so it is easier for us to
take it for granted.

Notice, however, how Hannah began her prayer.
After leaving her son in the care of Eli, she does
not offer up a prayer of lament or a prayer seeking
comfort from God. Instead, she offers an amazing
prayer of praise—a prayer emanating from a
rejoicing heart, rejoicing that was affixed not
to Samuel, as we might expect, but to the Lord.
Hannah rejoiced in the Lord because she did not
take God’s goodness for granted. She had not
forgotten how God had answered her prayer or
how He had lifted her up. So now, she lifted Him
up. Yes, Hannah also boasted in the victory over
her enemies, but even that was not the foundation
of her praise. God’s goodness was. And Hannah
understood that God was just as good when she
cradled Samuel in her arms as when she placed him
in the care of Eli.

How has God been good to you in
recent days? Be as specific as possible
and worship Him as He is due.
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1 Samuel
2:12-36

Generations before Eli, the Lord had commanded
the Israelite parents to teach about Him and His
ways to their children. (See Deut. 6:4-9.) Not
long after, we saw how tragic failing to obey this
command could be when an entire generation
arose who did not know the Lord (Judg. 2:10),
initiating the pattern of sin that plagued God’s
people throughout the time of the judges. Now
here, we see once more the danger of neglecting the
primary ministry for anyone who is a parent. Eli
was the priest, and yet his sons were wicked men
who did not respect the Lord (v. 12).

We are all accountable for our own sin and
relationship with God. We cannot blame our
parents for our rebellion against God any more
than we can credit them for our salvation. Parents
play a role, a key role, in our evangelism and
discipleship and yet we are each accountable and
will stand before God as such.

How have the spiritual authorities

in your life pointed you to Jesus over
and over again? What are some ways
you can express gratitude for their
faithful service?

What we read in 1 Samuel 3:1 should sting: the
word of the Lord was rare, and prophetic visions
were not widespread. In other words, God was
rather quiet, and that quietness was likely because
of the sinful corruption of the people in that day—
namely Eli’s sons. God’s people held His words in
contempt, so He gave them what they wanted—
less of them.

We live in a day when God’s Word is abundant.
Most of us have several copies of the Bible in
our homes, in multiple translations. We have the
Scriptures on our smartphones. We can access it on
a number of free websites. And yet, perhaps we,
t00, hold God’s Word in contempt. No, surely not
like Eli’s sons—we would never say we despise or
reject God’s Word—but by our neglect of it. How
many days go by without us cracking open any of
the numerous copies of the Bible we have all around
us? How often do we nibble on God’s Word rather

than feasting on it?

We may long for God audibly to break the silence
in our lives and world, but our neglect of what
He has spoken to us in His Word should cause us

to tremble.

What is your plan to spend regular
quality time in God’s Word?
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The 7 Arrows of
Bible Reading

What does this
passage say?

What did this What does this
passage mean to its passage tell us
original audience? about God?

What does this
passage tell us
about man?

What does How does this passage
this passage change the way |
demand of me? relate to people?

How does this
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me to pray?

Week of May 11th
Day1

1 Samuel
AN

The ark of God had become a superstition for the
Israelites. Yes, the ark represented God’s presence
with His people, but they seemed to have gone
beyond that. They thought they could find victory
in the ark itself instead of through the God of
the ark. We should not be surprised to read of
the defeat that followed. God is a jealous God, a
consuming fire, and He will not allow His people
to trust in anything but Him—for His glory and
His people’s good.

God is no less jealous today. We may not have an ark
to trust in, but we can make the same mistake just
in different ways. We have our own superstitions.
We can place our trust in church attendance—if
we miss a week we fear God might chastise us,
or rather, that He will bless us because of our
faithful attendance. We can trust in our behavior,
our theological knowledge, our denominational
allegiance, and so forth. There is nothing inherently
wrong with these—they are good things—but they
are not the one thing upon which we must place
our trust. Our trust is to rest on Christ and His
completed work alone. All else is superstition, and
it will not take our gracious God long to bring
defeat into our lives, so that victory, trusting in

Him alone, may follow.

What might you be prone to trust in
rather than in Christ alone?
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1 Samuel
4:12-22

Eli’s daughter-in-law was close in her pronoun-
cement, but not close enough. We read her declare
that the glory of the Lord had departed because of
the ark’s capture (v. 21-22) and then she named her
son Ichabod, which means “Where is the glory?”
She was right to lament the departure of the Lord’s
glory, but she missed why His glory may have been
gone. It was not because of the ark of the Lord’s

removal from the people but because of the people’s
faithlessness to the God of the ark.

We, too, should be just as quick to recognize
the severity of God’s glory—even to the slightest
degree—being removed from around us. We,
too, should mourn and lament when God is not
glorified as He ought to be. But our first response
should not to be to look outside of ourselves for
why His glory has been diminished, but rather
within ourselves. We are here to be conduits of
God’s glory—ambassadors of the gospel which has
taken hold of us and changed us into the image of
Christ. May we earnestly desire to declare the glory
of our God in word and deed so that others may

join us in basking in its beautiful radiance.

What opportunities do you have to
glorify God in the days and weeks
ahead? How will you?

The Philistines had a choice to make. They had
witnessed the sobering, numbing power of God.
The statue of Dagon, their false god, had fallen
face-first before the ark of the Lord, then it was
smashed into pieces. The message was clear: all will
bow to the one true God, and nothing will stand
before Him. Faced with this reality, the Philistines
had to decide what they would do with this God.
Their answer was to send the ark away out of fear
instead of turning to the Lord in repentance.

God’s power and holiness is indeed a barrier between
sinful humanity and Himself; the Philistines
were able to recognize this. But what they failed
to understand is that God’s desire is not for His
holiness to drive people away from Him but toward
Him. Yes, our sin has created an uncrossable barrier
between us, but it is only uncrossable from our side.
He has made a way—the way—to be forgiven of our
sin so that we no longer need to recoil in fear before
His holiness. And that way was pictured in the very
ark they sent away. The ark was God’s reminder
that He was making a way for people to be restored
into relationship with Him by Him approaching
humanity, not the other way around. That way
would be, of course, Christ Jesus.

As Christians, how should we
balance a healthy fear of holy God
with knowing God is our loving Father
who accepts us entirely in Christ?
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1 Samuel
6:1-16

The Philistines were pretty sure they needed to get
rid of the ark from their presence, but they wanted
to be completely sure. They wanted to know that if
they removed the ark, they would also remove the
plagues that had troubled them. So they devised an
ingenious test. They hitched two untrained cows to
the cart pulling the ark and placed their calves in a
pen. Untrained cows would normally not be able
to work together to pull a cart, and these milk cows
would not be inclined to leave their calves behind.
If the cows struggled to pull the cart, or turned
toward the pen, which corralled their calves, the
Philistines would know it was not the ark bringing
trouble upon them. But if the cows pulled the cart
down the road, they would know it was. When
the cows indeed pulled the cart down the road,
the Philistines knew for certain what had caused

their troubles.

Don’t miss this: God worked through unbelieving
Philistines hitching cows to a cart. Why are we slow
at times to believe that God is at work in our lives

and wants us to know His will and His ways?

In what way or ways might you
have missed God at work in your
life recently?

The ark had made its way to Beth-shemesh, or
rather, the Lord had brought it there. New location;
same result. When seventy men looked in the ark
(or this phrase may mean they looked at the ark),
God struck them down. In some way, these men
had treated that which was holy, the ark, as if it was
profane. They failed to treat the ark of the Lord
with reverence. Just as it was a mistake to view the
ark as a talisman, viewing it as a normal everyday
item was just as much of a mistake. And seventy
men paid for their irreverence with their lives.
Then, the rest of the town, just like the Philistines
before, hurried to rid themselves of the ark and

send it on its way.

God is holy, and His holiness is not diminished
in the slightest for His children—those who have
trusted in Christ. Yes, our sins are forgiven. Yes, we
have been given Christ’s righteousness. And yes,
we are welcomed to approach God as our loving
Father. But even still, we should never forget that
we always come before a holy God. Let us be careful

never to treat He who is holy as if He is profane.

How might you tend to make a
mistake in approaching God: too
casually forgetting He is holy or
too cautiously forgetting He is
your Father?
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1 Samuel
SHEYA

The Israelites had been led by a series of judges and
prophets for generations, but as they turned their
gaze toward the nations surrounding them, they
noticed that the nations were all led by kings. So
they wanted this too: to be led by a king. And that
was their tragic mistake, not necessarily in wanting
a king—God had said they would have kings
(Gen. 17:6,16; 35:11; 49:10; Num. 24:7,17-19)—
but in taking their eyes off of God and placing
them on the nations around them. The root reason
why their demand for a king displeased God
was because the people chose the pagan nations
around them as a template for their lives rather
than God and His word. They rejected their call
to be a holy nation serving a holy God and instead
sought to blend into their surroundings. God did
not call His people to be cultural chameleons but
countercultural lions who followed His lead and
timing and looked forward to “the Lion from
the tribe of Judah®™—Jesus Christ (Rev. 5:5; see
Gen. 49:8-12). And He has called us to be the same.
|
In what ways might you be tempted

to blend in instead of stand out for
your faith in God?
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1 Samuel
O:1-10:27

Let there be no doubt: Saul was an impressive man
(9:2). When the Israelites thought of the archetype
for a king, surely Saul was at the top of the list. He
was impressive, and that is a core characteristic of
a king. A king who is impressive is easier to follow

and easier for the other nations to fear.

Little did the Israelites know, although they should
have, that God was teaching them an important
lesson. God was showing His people that their hope
was not based on the leader of their imaginations
but rather on One of His provision. The Israelites
did not need a king who was tall, handsome, or
who would strike fear into their enemies. They
needed a King who, through His humility, would
bring them, the enemies of God, into restored
relationship with Him. God would show the
Israelites this through the failure of Saul, the king
who looked like a king and failed, pointing toward
Jesus, the King who did not look like a king but

who brought victory over sin and death.

In what ways do you see Jesus
reflecting the qualities of a king
and in what ways was He an
unexpected king?

Saul had led God’s people to a great victory, and as
the people basked in the aftermath, some called for
those who had doubted their new king to be put to
death (v. 12). Saul could have heartily consented to
this demand, thereby ridding himself of potential
adversaries. Instead, he stood before the people
and declared that no one would be executed, but
instead everyone should focus on the victory the
Lord had given them (v. 13). Saul’s response was
the right one for a king; it was right for a man of
God. In this critical moment, Saul demonstrated
wisdom, mercy, and grace and pointed his people
to the Lord. We should give credit where it is due.

But we should also look more broadly at Saul’s
reign than just one moment. It’s not how you start,
it's how you finish that matters. Saul may have
started well, but we know he would soon trip and
fall in his reign.

We need to be careful never to rest on past
accomplishments and moments of obedience. Yes,
we should be grateful for them and recognize God’s
kindness to give us these victories, but we should
also never forget that our race is not done until we
cross the finish line. We can also remember that
God promises to finish the good work He began in

us. There’s hope for endurance and finishing well.
|

What victories has God given you
in the past? How can they help you
when facing persistent sin?

UNIT 10 | SESSION 3 | 29



1 Samuel
13:1-14:52

Samuel, the man of God, had given Saul clear
instructions. Wait for seven days. Then, he would
come to Saul, make a sacrifice and show him what to
do (10:8). Easy enough, until everything began falling
apart around Saul. The king’s army was in a bad place
and his men began to leave. Saul had to do something,
He had to act. So he did. He made the offerings to the
Lord himself (13:7-10). And just as he was finishing,
Samuel arrived as he had said—on the seventh day.
Samuel the prophet would not be happy with Saul the
king. Saul had done what he should not have done—
the king does not make the sacrifice, the priest does. In
Saul’s moment of desperation, he sinned by stepping

out of his God-given role and into that of another.

Have you ever felt like Saul? Have you ever been
in a situation where everything was crashing down
around you and all you could think was, “I need to do
something!” Sometimes doing something is the worst
thing we can do. Sometimes the best thing we can
do is nothing. That is what Saul should have done.
He should have done nothing and waited on Samuel,
and more importantly, he should have trusted in the
Lord. Sometimes it takes more courage and faith to
do nothing and prayerfully wait on the Lord than to
do something.

What might you be trying todo in
your own wisdom and strength
instead of waiting on the Lord?

Soon after Saul performed the sacrifice he should
not have made, he failed to obey God’s implicit
instruction to completely destroy the Amalekites
and their possessions. Saul kept King Agag alive as
well as some of the animals, presumably to perform

a sacrifice to the Lord.

When Samuel confronted the king for his sin, he
told him something quite profound: to obey is better
than sacrifice (v. 22). Samuel was surely not saying
that sacrifice—worship—is unimportant. We know
that we were created for worship, and God demands
worship from us. It’s not a matter of worship being
unimportant, but rather that obedience is central.
If we truly are worshiping God—recognizing His
great worth—then we will obey. We must. We
cannot proclaim the glory of God from a posture
of disobedience. Our disobedience disproves our
worship. Obedience, on the other hand, affirms
it. This is what Saul needed to understand. His
supposed act of worship was nothing of the sort,
because he was in a state of disobedience. And that
is what we need to understand as well. Obedience

and worship are fused together.
|

In what ways might you be
disobeying God, and thus impairing
your worship?
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