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Daily =
Devotions 1 Samuel
16:1-13

It's hard to blame Samuel. After all, he only fell
into the same trap as Israel had before. We aren’t
told what Eliab looked like, but he must have
looked like a king straight out of Hollywood’s

Central Casting. So when the prophet saw him, he

thought surely he was God’s chosen one to replace

Saul. But in that moment, Samuel made the same
critical mistake Israel had made with Saul and that
Saul had made with himself: relying on worldly
appearances and abilities. Saul, too, had looked the

The 7 Arrows of part of the ideal king—tall and handsome. But his

rule was unraveling rapidly because he took matters

Bi b le Read i ng into his own hands instead of relying on God.

But God quickly corrected His messenger, Samuel;
He does not look at the externals like His people

were doing but at the heart (v. 7). In this we see an
Vggg;l;: I:;c;s important axiom for how God worked throughout
Scripture and how He still works today. God
What did this What does this delights in taking the outwardly unspectacular

passage mean to its passage tell us but the inwardly humble and reliant on Him, and
original audience? about God? . . . .
doing amazing things through them for His glory.

V‘;’;ifadge;se l’-;flz What internal qualities do you
- abougt e believe God looks for? How can you

grow in each of these areas?

What does How does this passage
this passage change the way |
demand of me? relate to people?

How does this
passage prompt
me to pray?
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1 Samuel
16:14-23

Verse 14 is straightforward enough to understand,
but it is much more challenging to truly grasp. The
Lord’s Spirit left Saul, and in its place God sent an evil
spirit to plague the rejected king. The transaction is
clear, but God’s purposes behind it are cloudy. Why
did God send an evil spirit? Why not just remove His
Spirit from Saul? We have two options:

First, God may have sent this evil spirit to bring Saul
to repentance. Perhaps this was God’s tool to break
Saul of his pride and force him to depend on His God
instead. Second, God may have sent the spirit as an act
of judgment against Saul, much like He had hardened

Pharaoh’s heart in the Exodus account.

While we cannot know what God’s specific purpose
in sending this evil spirit was, we can know God’s
ultimate purpose: God’s desire was, and always is, to
bring glory to Himself and work all things together
for the good of His people. God will never fail to go
to any end He desires to bring this to pass, even if that
end might be hard for us to understand.

What are some ways that God
was glorified through sending this
evil spirit to Saul? How has God
been glorified through adversity in
your life?

So there they were: the Israelite army on one hill
and the Philistine forces on another with a valley
between them. The only action either army saw was
a Philistine giant named Goliath walking out into

no man’s land day after day to taunt the Israelites.

But we see the response of Saul and his army in
verse 11. Every single man—from Saul all the way
to the lowliest of foot soldiers—was drained of
courage and sat in stunned terror of Goliath. Not
a single man believed in himself enough to face
the giant, which is understandable. But the real
problem was that not a single man believed in His
God to face the giant.

We have to let this picture of the Israelites cowering
in fear crystallize in our minds and hearts as we
continue reading because in the Israelite soldiers, we
should see ourselves. Yes, we would have been afraid
of Goliath, too, but more importantly, we have
been rendered powerless before another giant—a
greater enemy—that of sin and death. And just
like the Israelites, we were out of the fight, sitting
by helplessly, waiting for our champion to enter the
fray, which He did in a manger in Bethlehem.

|
Why is it important to identify more

with the Israelite soldiers in this
passage than David?
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1 Samuel
17:20-37

While none of Israel’s soldiers could muster the
courage to face Goliath even after hearing his
taunts day after day, it only took David hearing
him once before he was ready to face the giant.
It didn’t matter that Goliath was enormous and
David was just a young boy—perhaps a teenager
at this point. It didn’t matter that Goliath was a
warrior and David was a shepherd. This Philistine
was mocking God, and that could not continue.

So an unlikely hero stepped forward to face the
enemy of God’s people. If we read ourselves into
this story as David, we would be prone to reaffirm
our call to live with courage, dependent on God.
And there is nothing wrong with that; but if we do,
we miss the greater lesson here for us. If, instead,
we see ourselves as the Israelites and David as a hero
outside of ourselves, we see the beauty of the gospel.
Jesus is the greater David. Jesus was the unlikely
hero who stepped forward to face off against the
enemy of sin and death and defeated them in the
power of God. All while we looked on as He fought

in our place.

How might you attempt to fight in
your own power instead of resting in
God to fight for you? Why?

The battle had been won. Goliath, the feared
adversary, lay dead on the ground, his head severed
from his body. The Philistines had looked on in
horror and then turned and fled for their lives.
Then, and only then, did the Israelites shout a battle
cry and charge. They chased after the Philistines
and slaughtered them not to win the victory, but

already victorious.

We cannot miss that point. If God is providing a
picture of how Jesus defeated sin and death in this true
account of David and Goliath, and if we are meant
to relate with the Israelite army, we see how we are
supposed to live today. We don't strap on our spiritual
armor and pick up our spiritual weapons to win
the victory—Christ has gone before us and already
secured it. Instead, like the Israclite army, we charge
forward 77 victory, not for it. That is liberating, isnt it?
We are already victorious—more than conquerors in
Christ. The battle is won, the victory is secure, the foe
defeated. That is our battle cry.

What battles are you facing for which
you need to remember Christ has
gone before you and already won

the victory?
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1 Samuel
18:1-30

Saul kept David with him from that day forward,
and his son Jonathan and David became close
friends. Word spread quickly of what had happened,
of David’s victory over Goliath. And then, as Saul
returned in victory, the women of the land came
out to greet him with singing and dancing. Only
they sang a song Saul did not like: Saul had killed
thousands, but David had killed tens of thousands.

And in that moment, Saul began to unravel. He
became furious, and from this point forward
he looked upon David not with gratitude, but
with jealousy.

David had bailed Saul out, but that was put aside.
More importantly, David had defended the honor
of God and brought Him glory, but that, too, was
forgotten. Saul should have joined in the singing
of the women’s song. He should have been grateful
for God’s provision in his life. But his selfishness

and pride wouldnt let him. And his downfall

would continue.

How inclined are you to celebrate
and be thankful for someone else,
even if it comes at your expense in
some way?
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1 Samuel
23:1-29

We see an interesting contrast between Saul and
David in this chapter. Saul was growing increasingly
paranoid (see 1 Sam. 22) and continued to pursue
David, the hero turned fugitive. Meanwhile, we also
see David in pursuit, but not of Saul in retaliation, or
even of safety primarily. David is in pursuit of God.
When David heard the Philistines were fighting
against Keilah, he went to the Lord and asked if he
should go to their defense. This was not the posture
of a man running for his life; this was the posture
of a man who was running after God, the One in

whose hands he had placed his life.

In fear, Saul had turned away from God in
disobedience which had brought about his downfall.
Now, here, we see that he was driven by his jealousy
and anger. David no doubt feared Saul, but he feared
God in a greater way. And that fear of God led David
to continually seek to obey God at all costs. Even
if that cost placed himself in harm’s way, like what
David’s descendants did when He stepped into the
world, in full obedience to God, and not only risked
His life, but laid it down on behalf of the very world
that had rejected Him.

Do you tend to pursue God in times
of fear or do you tend to turn inward
instead? Why?

It was hard to miss. David’s men saw it. Even David
saw it. Saul had been delivered over to David and
his men in what was obviously a work of God.
Surely God had led Saul into that specific cave
for a specific purpose: for David to vanquish his
opponent. But had He? As David crept up on Saul,
Israel’s king, he remembered something important:
Saul was God’s anointed one. How could he raise
a hand against the person God had chosen, even if
that man was pursuing him, desiring to kill him?

There are times when an opportunity or situation
looks to be from God, and we respond like David
and his men in the cave. Surely this is of the Lord!
But we need to be careful because the situation may
not be what it seems. Sometimes a situation seems
too good to be true because it is. Sometimes what
appears to be a gift before us is actually a potential
curse; sometimes what appears to be a curse before
us is actually a potential gift. How will we know
the difference? Only by seeking the face of the
Lord and trusting in His guidance and not our

own perceptions.

When have you experienced
something you thought was good
only to discover it was not? How
about the opposite? What was God
doing in those situations?
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1 Samuel
24:8-15

Saul and his army were chasing David and his band
of men so that the rejected king of Israel could rid
himself of who he considered his arch nemesis. But
then, in a moment when the tables were turned and
the two ended up in the same cave, David could
have been the only one to walk out alive. But he
refused to lift his hand against Saul. No matter how
Saul was treating him, he was God’s chosen man.
For David to turn on Saul would require David
to turn on God. And that, he would not do. No

matter the risk.

Saul had done nothing to deserve David’s mercy
and respect. He was a failed leader. He was rejected
by God. He was plagued by an evil spirit and
progressively growing paranoid. And yet, David
understood that it was not a matter of who Saul
was or what he had or had not done; it was a matter
of what God had declared about Saul. We would be
wise to remember this. There will be times when we
disagree with others—even leaders over us—and
many of those times, our points of disagreement
will be valid. But we can never forget our need to
extend grace and mercy to others in the same way
God has extended it to us.

How can you support and encourage
those in leadership positions
over you?

David’s actions—or more precisely, his lack of action
due to his great restraint—must have been shocking to
Saul. The evidence of David’s mercy, the missing corner
of Saul’s robe, was undeniable. Why had David spared
him? What would he have done had the situation
been reversed? In that moment of confrontation by
David’s act of mercy, Saul experienced a moment of
clarity. He recognized that God’s hand was surely on
David and he left him in peace. It would not last; the
fog of bitterness and jealousy would sweep over Saul
once more. But at least for this moment, Saul was able

to see the reality of what God was doing,.

This is the power of God working in and through His
people. God has called us to live counter-culturally, to
live differently and express the fragrance of Christ in a
world permeated by the stench of sin and death. What
we say matters—greatly. We are called to verbalize the
gospel and we must. But what we do—or rather, what
God does through us—provides additional power to
the gospel message we share. Does the gospel need
our actions for it to be effective? By no means! But
when we live in such a way that shows that the gospel
is not merely academic—that it transforms us to live
like Christ—we display the beauty of the message

we proclaim.

In what ways is God changing you?
In what ways do you see the need for
Him to continue to change you?
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Week of July 19th
Day1

If you read this and are at least uncomfortable,
youre not alone. Look at how David responded—
he was angry (v. 8). Now, we are not sure if David’s
anger was toward God for doing something that
seemed unfair, or if it was against Uzzah for doing
what was irreverent to God, but either way, we see
that David struggled with this encounter.

So what do we do with this passage? How do we
begin to understand it at least? The key is to consider
what God found to be irreverent. It was not Uzzah’s
desire to keep the ark from falling. Uzzah did that
because of an act of reverence. But Uzzah was
reverent toward the wrong thing: the ark instead
of God. Would it have looked disgraceful for the
ark of God to fall onto the ground? Yes, without a
doubt. But how much more disgraceful was it for
Uzzah to reach out and touch the ark after God
had expressly forbidden it (Num. 4:15)? Uzzah’s act
of reverence toward the ark was simultaneously an
act of irreverence toward a holy God. Like Uzzah,
there are times when we act with what seems to be
the right intentions, but we must always consider
the greater question: What will bring the most
glory to God?

|
In what ways might your good

intentions clash with God’s glory and
His revealed will for you?
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Uzzah acted with good intentions, but he failed to
heed what God had commanded about the ark. Here
we see David with similarly good intentions desiring

to act without first seeking God. David saw that it
was not good for him to live in a palace while the ark
of God sat in a tent—the tabernacle. His heart was in
the right place, but notice what he did. He consulted
Nathan, who seemingly without asking God, gave
his blessing for David to launch a building program.
Now, we would be right to criticize Nathan for failing
to ask God about what David should do. Nathan
was a prophet—his role was to speak for God, not in
place of God—yet we cannot let David off the hook
as merely the recipient of poor advice. We have seen
David consult God directly before this; he could have

done the same here too.

In this we are reminded of our need never to take
our actions for granted. We must always bring our
decisions before God, earnestly seeking His guidance.
We must live each day with such great dependence
on God that it seems absurd for us even to attempt to
make a decision apart from God. But lets not learn
this lesson from David alone, let us consider Christ
Jesus, who expressed such dependence on the Father

throughout the Gospels.
|

What decisions are you weighing that
you need to take to God for direction?

The covenant God made with David contains a
mixture of what could be called “near” and “far,”
or “short-term” and “long-term,” prophecies.
Some of the promises God made to David would
be experienced by his son, Solomon, but other
promises spoke of the greater descendant who was

to come, Jesus.

We see this duality especially in verse 11 where
God promises rest. This promise has to be read in
light of verse 1 where we are told that David had
rest from his enemies. What then did God have in
mind in verse 11? How would He give David, who
had rest, rest? While God could have been speaking
of continued rest from the pagan nations around
them, it seems better to see a deeper promise in
mind here. And of course, that promise means
the rest provided through the life, death, and
resurrection of Jesus—the rest that comes from
trusting in His victory over our greatest enemies of

sin and death.

Jesus would be the Prince of peace, bringing peace
in three ways: peace with God, peace with others,

and peace within.

Do you tend to see yourself at rest
with God or still in struggle? Why?
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2 Samuel
7:11b-14

When you think of the heroes of the faith in
Scripture—the giants who came before us—it
doesn’t take long before you think of David. Many
would place him up there with Abraham and Moses
as perhaps the most important people in Scripture,
apart from Jesus of course. And while it is right and
fitting for us to recognize David in this way—after all
God did give us the “hall of faith” in Hebrews 11—
we cannot stop there. We need to look at David so

we can look through him.

David did some incredible things, but he was by no
means without sin. His affair with Bathsheba and
consequent murder of Uriah prove this. But God still
used David in a mighty way as we see in this passage.
David was a great king, a man after the Lord’s heart
(1 Sam. 13:14; Acts 13:22), but God did something
far greater through him than his contemporaries ever
saw. Through David, God sent the Messiah. So we
don’t fix our gaze on David as we recognize his life of
faithfulness; instead, we turn our eyes and fix them
on Jesus, the source and perfecter of our faith, the
one true hero (Heb. 12:2).

What is the danger of fixing your gaze
on the people of the Bible? What
might you miss if you fail to consider
them at all? What encouragement
might others be seeing in your life?

God had made spectacular promises to David. The
king had desired to build a temple for God, but
in God’s rejection of his plans, He had showered
him with a blessing he could never fathom in
this covenant. We should pay careful attention to

David’s response.
“Who am I?”

It is a fitting question, a proper response to God’s
good news. We need to be careful not to read this
in the same way as we read Moses’ question from
before. Moses question was one of doubt—"you
have the wrong man.” David’s question is one of
awe—‘what did I ever do to deserve this.” And
that is why it is the proper response—the only
reasonable response—to God’s grace. Because the
question begs the proper answer: You are no one.
You have done nothing. This is entirely out of the
kindness and grace of the Lord.

How about us? How do we tend to receive the
Lord’s blessings? Is there any part of us—even the
smallest fraction—that receives God’s gift in a
posture of expectation? We can have none of that

because even the slightest amount obliterates grace.

In what ways do you feel at times that
you deserve blessings from God?
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?

- As Saul’s son, Jonathan was the rightful successor

to the throne. From a worldly perspective, he was

the next in line to become king of Israel, and with

a
‘ =— that role would come great wealth and power. But

— . -
J '] God does not operate according to humanity’s

expectations or customs. He had chosen David, not

Jonathan, to succeed Saul. Jonathan knew that and

Jonathan accepted it.

As Jonathan and David prepared to part ways,
Jonathan asked David a question that assumed
something important: that David would be king,
not him. Jonathan recognized that he, and his family,
would stand or fall at the whim of his friend David.

There are times in our lives when God does the

O unexpected, the unorthodox. There are times when
what we think we earned, what we think we deserve,

T goes to another. Perhaps we feel passed over. Or it

might be that a good friend becomes better friends

with someone else. Whatever it is, we will find

ourselves in the same position as Jonathan. Will we

l’ resist God, will we fight and push back, digging in
our heels over what we feel we deserve? Or will we

trust God, yield to Him, and acknowledge that His

ways are higher than ours?

How should Christ’s humility in dying

adeath He did not deserve shape the

u way you see what you have earned or
deserve in life?
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No one may have known of David’s promise to
Jonathan to be kind to his family. It had been made

many years before, most likely in privacy. And even
if someone knew about it, who would dare challenge
the king to make good on such a promise? It was a
promise most people would have understood David
for breaking, or at least forgetting about. Burt that
wasn't what David did. In a time when he could
finally turn his attention to the internal affairs of
the kingdom rather than focus on defending Isracl
from external threats, David proactively sought out

someone from Jonathan’s family to show kindness to.

We should take note of David’s integrity in the
moment, but we should only pause there, not stop
there. As we read this account, we need to read it
through a gospel lens, one that forces us to relate
with Mephibosheth, not King David. We were like
Mephibosheth, spiritually lame and in desperate need
of the King’s mercy and kindness. And the beautiful
thing is, we didn't have to go to Him to receive such
kindness. We couldnt. Instead like David, God
proactively came looking for us. And when He found
us, He heaped such kindness upon us that we never

could have hoped for.
|
What is your emotional response to

considering how God came looking
for you?

We see Mephibosheth act twice and speak twice.
Twice, Mephibosheth paid homage to David (v. 6,8),
including falling facedown at least the first time. And
his words matched his posture. He is David’s servant
(v. 6), who is but a dead dog (v. 8). If we had to
summarize Mephibosheth in this account, we would
probably describe him as being humble and in fear.
That makes sense since he has been called before the
king, the one who has the authority and the power to
take his life if he chose.

Again, as we read this account through Mephibosheth’s
lens, most of us would readily admit that we would
have assumed a similar posture. We, too, would have
recognized the precarious position we were in. We,
too, would have entered in fearful humility, hoping
that we would be able to express to the king that we

were no threat.

Now, we need to keep that picture in our minds as we
think about coming before God, the King of kings.
How do we enter His presence? Not with fear but with
bold confidence (Heb. 10:19). Not because we aren’t
dead dogs—we are—but because of what Christ has
done in our place. Because Christ has taken our sin
and given us His righteousness, we approach God not

merely as His servants but as His loved children.

Why is it important we approach God
in humility?
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David’s act of kindness was extravagant. With one

spoken edict, Mephibosheth became a wealthy
man. But most surprising of all, Mephibosheth
would not need to eat any of the produce of the
lands restored to him; he would eat at the king’s
table, as one of his sons. It is the high point of the
narrative, the perfect place to put one’s pen down
or move to the next chapter. But that is not how

the account ends. Instead we read the anticlimactic
“His feet had been injured.”

Why return to this seemingly insignificant detail?
Why not end on the high note of Mephibosheth
eating with David as a son? Perhaps this concluding
sentence is there merely to remind us of how
unlikely an event this was. To remind us of the fall
and rise of Mephibosheth. That could be. But there
may be another reason. Perhaps this is to remind us
of who we are supposed to relate to in the story—
not David, but Mephibosheth. Perhaps we need
to remember how great of a fall and rise we have
experienced in Christ Jesus—how He extended
kindness and grace to us when we were spiritually
hopeless and helpless. Perhaps the story ends where

our application is supposed to begin.

How do you tend to read the stories
in Scripture—through the lens of the
hero or through the lens of the ones
in need of a hero? How should our
understanding of the gospel shape
how we read?

This passage from Ephesians can be seen as a
compact, yet beautiful and rich, summary of the
core message of the gospel. We are confronted with
our sin problem in verses 1-3, then verse 4 begins
with two of the most powerful words in Scripture:
“But God.” What follows is a moving summary of
the work of Christ and how we are saved by grace
through faith in Him.

Did you see it in verse 7? Did you see how the
display of God’s immeasurable riches of His grace is
described? That’s right, His kindness to us in Christ
Jesus. It is often easy to see how the Old Testament
helps us read the New Testament, but there are
times, like this one, where the New Testament

helps us read and see the beauty of the Old.
|

In what ways has God showed you
His kindness beyond salvation
this week?
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Week of August 2nd

Day1

David’s initial mistake was that he didn’t turn away
from temptation but entertained it instead (v. 3).
Then he made it possible to act on his temptation
by calling for Bathsheba to be brought to him (v.
4). Finally, at least in this initial part of David’s sin,
he gave in to temptation and slept with her (v. 4).
In this account, we see the truth of what James later
wrote in James 1:14-15. David was enticed by his
evil desire, allowed it to conceive, and it gave birth

to sin,and, as we will see later, death.

Many of us see David as a hero of Goliath
proportions, which is why this account is so
important. We need to remember that every person
in Scripture—save Jesus—was a sinner in need of
salvation. Even David, the giant-slayer. And thanks
to God’s kindness, mercy, and grace, that salvation

has been provided for people in Christ Jesus.
|

What steps can you take to fight
against temptation before it
even begins?
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It didn’t take long for things to go from bad to

worse. Any hope David had of hiding his sin with
Bathsheba evaporated when she sent word to him

that she was pregnant.

Once again, David had a choice to make: he could
confess or seek a way to cover up his sin. Sadly,
David chose the latter. His first attempt to cover
his sin was to recall Uriah from the battlefield and
encourage him to sleep with his wife. But that
didn’t work because Uriah’s loyalty to his fellow
troops, and by extension his king, prevented him
from enjoying an evening with his wife while the

battle waged on.

After one failed cover-up attempt, David then took
a more drastic approach. He ordered Joab to send
Uriah into battle and then withdraw from him,
leaving him to die and leaving David free to take
Bathsheba as his wife. We need to be clear about this:
David’s order led directly to Uriah’s death. David was
a murderer. What began as perhaps a lingering look
ended in murder. And in this, we see that there is

truly no such thing as a “harmless little sin.”

How have you experienced your
attempts to cover-up instead of
confessing sin lead to further sin or
harm of yourself and others? What
sins might you need to confess to
God today?

By the time Nathan confronted David for his sins, a
baby had been born, so it was at least nine months
later. By this time David was surely confident his
cover-up had worked, but Nathan would reveal it
had not. As believers, we have been called on by
God to confront the sins of one another (Luke 17:3;
Gal. 6:1; 1 Tim. 5:20; Jas. 5:19-20), and Nathan
offers a great model for doing so. It is one of great
wisdom and courage.

Nathan began not by directly confronting David of
his sin, but by helping him see the gravity of what
he had done through a story of a wealthy man who
had taken from a poor man. Having lured David in,
Nathan sprung the trap by boldly declaring David
was the cruel man in the story. Finally, after months of
compounding and covering up sin, David confessed
and repented. The desired outcome of Nathan’s
confrontation had worked. In the same way, we
should seek a balance of wisdom and courage in how
we confront others, all while praying and hoping for

confession, repentance, and reconciliation.

Who might God be calling on you to
confront in love?
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2 Samuel
12:16-25

Nathan had told David that the son born through
his sin with Bathsheba would die (v. 14). But that
did not stop David from pleading with God for the
child’s life. When David’s son became ill, David
fasted and prayed to God for days. But when the
child died, David got up, washed, anointed himself,
changed clothes, and worshiped God. Afterwards

he returned home and ate.

When his servants saw this, they asked David about
his behavior; they expected David to fast after the
child had died, not before it. We need to notice
something quite important about David’s response
in verse 22. David did not plead with God that His
actions were unfair. Neither did David attempt to
barter with God for the life of his son. Instead, he
threw himself on the mercy of God, recognizing
that the Lord might be gracious to him.

And in this we see an example of the proper posture
for pleading with God. We don’t plead with God as
some form of manipulation; we plead in humility,
trusting in the character of God and ready to

worship Him no matter the outcome.

What are you pleading with God for
today? What is your posture?

Sin and forgiveness form a direct relationship. The
higher one goes, the higher the other must go. The
lower one goes, the lower the other must go. If we
fail to see the weight of our sin, we will never see the
beauty of God’s forgiveness. Conversely, the more
we understand the gravity of our sin, the more we
will grasp the depth of God’s forgiveness to us in
Christ. This was the point of Jesus’ parable of the
unforgiving servant in Matthew 18:21-35.

David penned Psalm 51 after Nathan’s confrontation
of his sin. We see in the psalm that while David may
have believed he had gotten away with his sins, they
plagued him and destroyed his joy (v. 8,12,14).
Nathan’s confrontation was surely difficult for
David, and the resulting death of his son was
painful, but through all of the anguish of sin and
its consequences, God reminded His servant of the

delight of grace.

For those of us who have trusted in Christ, we too
can experience the same. While we continue to sin
and often face its consequences, we can always rest in
the grace of God made known to us in Christ. As we
grow in our understanding of the depth of our sin,
we also grow in our understanding of the marvelous

beauty of God’s grace.

|
How have you experienced the

depth of God’s forgiveness and
grace recently?
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Week of August 9th

Day1

In this psalm, David writes that he has all he needs
(v. 1). It is a startling statement when we think
of the likely context of the writing of this psalm.
David was on the run from his son, Absalom. One
of the last things we would expect to hear him
say was that all of his needs were met. Instead we
would expect a psalm seeking to understand where
God was during this time and when he would step
in and provide David with a need that he lacked:
peace with his own family.

But in this, we see the importance of distinguishing
our needs from our desires. God has promised to
supply all our needs (Phil. 4:19), but not all our
desires. Peace with family was one of David’s
desires—a noble one even—but it was not a need.
And sometimes God will not give us our desires
even if they seem to be good desires and even if
we have the best intentions for wanting them. The
reason is simple: because our desires don’t always
align with God’s will. Our desires, as good as they
may seem, will not always bring God glory, and
they will not always bring us good. And so God,

our loving Father, supplies what He knows we need.

What are some of the desires of your
heart? Are they in line with seeking
God'’s will and bringing Him glory?
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Sometimes we tend to look past the smaller words when

we read. Our attention focuses on the larger words, the
words that seem more significant such as nouns and the
stars of sentences, verbs. But this is a mistake because
often those small words have quite a bit to say. Such
as verse 4. Notice that David wrote “when” he goes
through the darkest valley, not “if” he would. That’s not
an unimportant difference. “When” implies that he will
indeed go through this valley. “If” leaves that wide open.
Perhaps he will; perhaps he won.

David, or more precisely God through him, is teaching
us something quite important in this seemingly
insignificant four-letter word. Trusting in Christ does not
shield us from danger, pain, and adversity. In fact, the
Bible says these things will increase, not decrease, because
of our faith. We need to understand this. We need to
accept this. We need to embrace this. God uses our
difficulties for His glory and our good because in these
dark times we can find ourselves more desperate for God
and more aware of His presence. Yes, the valleys are dark.
Yes, there is danger. But God is with us, carrying His rod
and staff. And in His presence and power, we find peace.

What has God taught you through
your experience in adversity?

Our God is a pursuant God. We run; He chases.
Over and over again. Perhaps we see this most
clearly in the Book of Jonah. The account opens
with God commanding His prophet Jonah to go to
Nineveh to share a message of repentance. Jonah,
however, has other plans—he ran the opposite
direction God had ordered him to go. So what did
God do? He chased Jonah down and brought him
to repentance so that he might be used in God’s

plan to bring others to repentance as well.

What was it that led God to chase Jonah down?
What is it that leads Him to chase us too? David
answers that here in Psalm 23. It is God’s goodness
and faithful love, often translated as “mercy.” It
was love that chased him down. So the storm God
threw at the boat was good. And the fish he sent
to swallow Jonah was good. Because they were
each used by God to bring Jonah back to where he
needed to be.

That is what God does for us too. He chases us
when we run. He throws storms our way. And He
delivers us in ways that might seem like anything
but kind acts of His love. But whether we see it or
not, God’s goodness and faithful love always run

beside us.

How have you experienced God
chasing after you?
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Isaiah
40:1-11

There are times when we are keenly aware of our
need for the almighty strength of God’s arms. We
need His power to sustain us. Perhaps we are facing
a situation that overwhelms us. Perhaps we are facing
down an adversary that we know we cannot beat. In
these times, we scan the horizon for our Rescuer to
step in and bring His full strength to bear. This is

what verse 10 calls to mind.

But there are also times when we need God’s strong
arms not for their strength, but for their comfort.
We need His love to uplift us. Perhaps we feel alone.
Perhaps we have failed—yet again. In these times,
we fall to our knees and long to feel the embrace of

our loving Father. This is what verse 11 calls to mind.

In this coupling, we are reminded of the great
character of our God. Our powerful Creator is also
our gentle Father. He is always there for us, always
aware of what we need, and always ready to provide

for that moment.

How have you experienced
God’s power and love when you
needed each?

In describing Himself as the Good Shepherd, Jesus
made an interesting contrast between Himself
and a hired hand (v. 12-13). A hired hand, Jesus
contended, was not reliable because he didn’t care
about the sheep. And why should he? They wouldn't
be his sheep. So, if a wolf comes along to snatch a
sheep, the hired hand will not risk his own life to
save that sheep. Instead, he will run off and likely
later plead his case of how much danger he had been

in to the owner of the sheep.

But Jesus is no hired hand. He is the Good Shepherd
because the sheep are His. He owns them. He loves
them. And that is why He sacrificed His life for them.

We need to see Jesus for who He truly is, but it
cannot stop there. We also need to see ourselves for
who we truly are. Do you see yourself as the beloved
sheep you are? Do you understand that Christ’s love
for you is fixed because you are His and He is yours?
Jesus is no hired hand who will run off and abandon

you. And neither are you a random sheep.
|

How can you tend to see yourself
incorrectly at times? Why?
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